
Following the release of the February throughput figures from Defra, this month’s Market Bulletin 
takes a look at the number of Old Season Lambs coming forward, and the potential future supply 
patterns for the beef sector.

Glesni Phillips – Intelligence, Analysis and Business Insight Executive

To find out more about the potential future  
supply of beef, keep an eye out for our   

‘Between the Lines’ report here

Beef
During the first two months of 2023, total cattle throughput stood 
at 445,100 head – which is 4% higher than 2022, but similar to 
2021, according to the latest figures from Defra. Despite higher 
throughput numbers, production volumes so far are only 1% ahead 
of year-earlier levels due to lighter carcase weights. Prime cattle 
throughput for the year to date is up 3% at 318,900 head, with 
heifer numbers continuing the trend from last year and driving 
this increase. 

Adult cattle throughput is up 6% on the year when looking at 
January and February combined. Their carcases have also been 
lighter – on average by around 6kg/head. This does suggest that 
the combination of strong farmgate prices, along with higher farm 
input costs, may be influencing producer decisions to market older, 
less-productive, animals.

Looking ahead at the potential supply of cattle in GB; cattle 
population data from the British Cattle Movement Service (BCMS) 
does indicate there were 3% more animals (beef cattle and dairy 
males aged 12-30 months) on the ground on 1 January 2023 when 
compared to 2022. This suggests that supply in the short to medium 
term will be more plentiful when compared to year-earlier levels. 
Looking at the potential supply of prime beef production during the 
longer term (i.e., beef cattle and dairy males aged 0-12 months) the 
picture is slightly different. BCMS figures indicate a fall of 1% in the 
number of animals. This suggests that prime cattle supplies onto 
the market may tighten in the future – particularly as we are also 
experiencing a reduction in the size of the breeding herd.

 4% higher  
than 2022 

Total Cattle 
throughput =  
445,100 head        
(Jan-Feb 2023)

Lamb 
The last ‘Between the Lines’ report, which focussed on the lamb 
sector, discussed how the throughput of lambs from the current 
lamb crop was below expectations, and there would therefore 
be a higher number of lambs coming forward during the first few 
months of 2023 due to the larger carryover of lambs.

Abattoir data from Defra has revealed that a total of 1.9 million 
lambs have been slaughtered in the UK during the first 2 months 
of 2023. This is 8% higher than year-earlier levels, and 13% higher 
than the same 2-month period in 2021. Following on from our 
predictions, these figures do suggest that there have been more 
lambs coming forward than we would usually expect at this time 
of year. Looking at the lamb crop, a total of 10.2 million lambs 
have been processed so far this year (May 2022 - February 2023). 
Although this is 2% higher than the corresponding period last year, 
levels are some 7% below previous years.

Data from auction markets also supports this trend. In Wales, 
almost 182,000 head of Old Season Lambs (OSL’s) have moved 
through the market so far in 2023 – which is 7% higher than the 
same period last year (data up until week ending 25th March 2023, 
SQQ category). 

It is difficult to predict the number of lambs left to be processed 
from the current lamb crop, however figures do suggest that March 
will have also recorded an elevated number of lambs. 

Number of Old Season Lambs  
at Auction Markets in Wales

(year to 25/03/2023)

 -

 50,000

 100,000

 150,000

 200,000

2020 2021 2022 2023

N
um

be
r (

he
ad

)

source: AHDB

Number of Old Season Lambs at 
Auction Markets in Wales

(year to 25/03/2023)

 -

 50,000

 100,000

 150,000

 200,000

2020 2021 2022 2023

N
um

be
r (

he
ad

)

source: AHDB

Number of Old Season Lambs at 
Auction Markets in Wales

(year to 25/03/2023)
+7%

HCC Market Bulletin
March 2023

meatpromotion.wales

1

Beef Supply: Update and Outlook  

March 2023

Beef Supply: Update and Outlook
March 2023

Hybu Cig Cymru
Meat Promotion Wales 

meatpromotion.wales

RHWNG Y 
LLINELLAU
BETWEEN  
THE LINES

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RHWNG Y 
LLINELLAU
BETWEEN  
THE LINES

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://meatpromotion.wales/en/news-industry-info/market-analysis
https://meatpromotion.wales/images/publications/Lamb_Supply_-_Jan_2023_%28English%29__1.pdf
https://meatpromotion.wales/en
https://meatpromotion.wales/en/news-industry-info/market-analysis


Prime cattle prices at auction markets in England and Wales
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UK Beef & Veal  
Production 
February ’23

UK Sheep Meat 
Production 
February ’23

UK Pork 
Production 
February ’23

71,400 tonnes

-2% y-o-y

22,000 tonnes

+6% y-o-y

70,200 tonnes

-21% y-o-y

CATTLE  
Prices – week ending 25th March
The prime cattle average price at auction markets in England 
and Wales stood at 272.9p/kg. This was: 
• + 3.3p on the previous week,
• + 38.0p compared with year-earlier levels,
• 77.8p higher than the 5-year average (2018-22 average: 

195.1p/kg). 
The average deadweight prices in England and Wales for steers 
stood at 485.2p/kg. This was:
• + 1.9p on the previous week,
• 69.0p above year-earlier levels.
The deadweight prices for heifers stood at 483.0p/kg (+3.4p on 
the week), young bulls at 464.1p/kg (-1.9p), and cull cows at 
380.4p/kg (-0.1p).

Throughput – February 2023
• Total cattle throughput at UK abattoirs = 217,900 head – up 

1% on the year
• Total prime cattle throughput = 157,400 head – down 1% on 

the year. 
 ➢ steers -2%, heifers +1%, and young bulls -9%. 

• Average prime cattle carcase weights = 343.0kg (-7.8kg on the 
year).

• Adult cattle throughput = 54,500 head – up 5% on the year.

SHEEP
Prices – week ending 25th March
The prime lamb average liveweight SQQ at auction markets in 
Wales stood at 259.6p/kg. This was:
• + 8.7p on the previous week,
• + 1.3p compared with year-earlier levels,
• 13.6p above the 5-year average (2018-22 average: 245.9p/kg).
Cull ewe prices at auction markets in Wales averaged £72.90/
head. This was:
• - £4.80 on the previous week,
• £20.80 below year-earlier levels.
GB deadweight lamb prices averaged 548.2p/kg (+25.7p on the 
week).

Throughput – February 2023
• Total sheep throughput at UK abattoirs = 1.1 million head – 

up 11% on the year.
• Lamb throughput = 969,700 head – up 12% on the year.
• Average lamb carcase weights = 20.0kg (-0.9kg on the year).
• Cull ewe and ram throughput = 99,300 head – up 4% on the 

year.

PIGS
Prices – week ending 18th March
The EU-spec All Pig Price (APP) in GB stood at 215.2p/kg. This 
was:
• + 1.0p on the previous week,
• + 70.5p compared with year-earlier levels, 
• 66.2p higher than the 5-year average (2018-22 average: 

149.0p/kg).

Throughput – February 2023
• Total pig throughput at UK abattoirs = 778,100 head – down 

17% on the year.
• Clean pig throughput = 762,000 head – down 17% on the 

year.
• Average clean pig carcase weights = 88.9kg (-5.0kg on the 

year)
• Sow and boar throughput = 16,200 head – down 31% on  

the year.
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