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• Introduction 

 

In November 2008 I travelled to Australia for the Welsh Black Cattle Society’s 2nd World 

Conference in Melbourne.  The trip was organised by the Welsh Black Cattle Society and 

included visits to a number of Welsh Black cattle breeders in Victoria and New South 

Wales, also with some time taking in the sights of these states.  

 

How the trip came about 

The first Welsh Black Cattle International conference was held in Wales 2004, where the 

Australian Welsh Black President invited breeders to the second world conference in 

Australia. 

The trip provided the opportunity to celebrate the development and establishment of 

Welsh Black cattle in Australia.  

 

 

Group consisting of breeders from Wales, England, Germany & New Zealand 

   

 Sponsorship      

Sponsorship had been received from Lloyds TSB c/o Gwilym 

Francis, Carmarthen and Evan Evans, Brewery for gifts to be 

presented by members of the Welsh Black Cattle Society in 

the group, to each of the farms hosting us.  The gifts include 

newly designed table mats and matching coasters, Society 

badges, trailer and cars stickers and journals.  
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• Aims and Objectives  

 

• The aim of the tour was to increase public relations on an international basis, 

and encourage Cultural Exchange. 

• Market the breed genetics and ensure the Welsh Black is recognised world-wide 

for its quality cattle and the eating quality of its beef,  

• Easing the continuation of sharing genetics, and making important contacts. 

• See how Welsh Black cattle are marketed in Australia.  

• Also to see how Welsh Black cattle had adapted to different climatic conditions.  
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• Brief History of Welsh Black Cattle in Australia 

 

Whilst interest in welsh blacks in Australia had begun in the 1960’s, the first pedigree herd or 

stud as it’s known in Australia was not established until 1974. A second stud entered Australia in 

1984 when a breeder emigrated from New Zealand bringing with him 16 cows and a bull. This 

stud was then dispersed in 1986 and purchased by two breeders Mal Douglass purchasing 

twenty eight and Jim Treasure, purchasing eight, forming two new studs Blackwater Park and 

Budweed Creek, both of which were visited during the trip.  The two studs continued to register 

their cattle with the New Zealand Welsh Black Cattle Society; however a decision was made in 

1994 to establish the Australian Welsh Black Cattle Society, which was run with the assistance of 

the Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria. The society was founded with 15 members and is now 

in excess of 50. It was encouraging to learn that there are now 38 breeders of Welsh 

Black cattle in Australia, with 1500 registered Pedigree animals. 

 

Welsh Black cattle were first exhibited at the Royal Melbourne Show, Victoria in 1990, and 

entries have increased in numbers ever since and Welsh Black competitions are now an annual 

fixture. In 2008 the Welsh Black cattle were the feature breed at the show, which was a great 

honour for the Australian Welsh Black Cattle Society as it represented the graduation of the 

Welsh Black cattle into Australian Cattle Breeding.  

 

 

 

Welsh Black Display at the Royal Melbourne Show 2008 
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• Route of Travel 

We travelled 2526 Km, through the states of Victoria and New South Wales. 

ten farms in the state of Victoria and one in the state of New South Wales.  

 

Map showing farms visited during the trip
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through the states of Victoria and New South Wales. We visited 

ten farms in the state of Victoria and one in the state of New South Wales.   
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• Welsh Black 2
nd

 World Conference 

The conference was attended by breeders from Australia, Wales, England, Germany and New 

Zealand, which provided a great opportunity to discuss breed genetics used in each country and 

making important contacts. The Australian Society provided a warm welcome to all of the 

international breeders.  

On the evening a glass plate was presented to Winnie Jones, President of the Australian Welsh 

Black Cattle Society, and her partner Malcolm Douglas, former President and one of the 

founder members of the Welsh Black Cattle Society in Australia. The plate was presented as 

recognition of their continued dedication and commitment to the Welsh Black Breed. The plate 

was made by Miss Hayley Morgan of BaskervillDIABLO and was a replica of the plate given by 

the Welsh Black Cattle Society for His Royal Highness Prince Charles' 60th Birthday. 

 

Jessica Evans, Young Ambassador presenting Winnie Jones and Malcolm Douglas with the glass plate. 

Presentations were made by the Secretaries of the German, New Zealand, Welsh and Australian 

Societies, followed by a drinks reception and magnificent conference dinner, with beef courtesy 

of Silver Metal Welsh Black Cattle Stud.   

 

    Auction held by First National Rural, Sponsors of the Conference 

Following the dinner an auction was held by First National Rural, one of the sponsors of the 

evening. Items had been donated by members of the Australian Welsh Black Cattle Society. Mr 

Alwyn Jones, one of the Welsh members on the trip, who is also an auctioneer, was asked to 

give a helping hand with the auction and a sum of just under $5000 was raised. 
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Farm Visits  

Buchanan Park Stud  

The farm visits began on the 13th of November when we travelled 

south from Melbourne to the area of area of West Gippsland, where 

we met Mr Allan and Jill Furborough, of Buchanan Park Stud, Tynong.  

The stud was established in 2000, and has been very successful in the 

shows since 2002, winning the ‘Most successful Welsh Black Exhibitor’ 

on several occasions, along with numerous Interbreed Championships. 

Mr and Mrs Furborough were using Gene Star testing as part of the selection process to 

improve the quality of their cattle and as an evaluation tool to assess the performance of their 

cattle. Their property was also MN1 accredited in the National Johnes’ program. Allan and Jill 

were very passionate about showing and exhibiting their cattle, and it was brilliant to hear of 

their success, especially with the Junior Bull winning the champion all breeds bull at national 

Beef Bendigo 2008. 

There was a great selection of cattle from bulls to heifers, cows 

to calves, which gave us a great insight into what Australian 

Welsh Black cattle had to offer. The Welsh Black breeders on 

the tour were very impressed by the quality of the first Welsh 

Blacks seen in Australia. The cattle here were in superb 

condition, as can be seen by the photographs were in lush 

pastures and the climate here not as harsh as that seen in other 

areas during the trip.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breeding Females, Buchanan Park Stud 
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Budweed Creek Stud 
The second farm visit saw us travel to Dargo we were welcomed 

by Jim Treasure.  Dargo is one of Victoria’s most remote 

communities, 348 kilometres east of Melbourne. Here we got to 

see the Budweek Creek Herd, which was established with cattle 

from the founder stud in Australia. The Budweed Creek Stud 

grazes on the high plains during the summer months, where 

they were walked up on horseback. The cattle are brought down for the winter 

months as the high plains can experience heavy snowfall.  

The Budweed Creeks Stud was run alongside Beef Shorthorn and Hereford cattle, the calves 

were mainly sold at 9 months of age to be fattened by feedlot systems. What was extremely 

notable during our stay at Dargo were that there were a considerable amount of flies, however 

when asked about disease associated with flies such as mastitis I was surprised to find that this 

was not considered a problem and that cattle were only rarely affected.  Cattle had been 

carefully selected over the years, ensuring that only those with good feet and udders were kept 

as breeding stock. Once the cattle are on the High Plains it may be many months before they 

are seen again therefore healthy cattle are a must.  

 The Welsh Black cattle seen at Dargo were very 

typical of the traditional Welsh Black cattle. The 

breeding cows had been kept with horns, however Jim 

informed us that this was generally being phased out 

as they were causing injury during transport and 

feedlot systems were not keen as a horn injury would 

damage the meat.  

 

Although the Welsh Black cattle looked good at Budweed Creek, the herd had suffered in 

previous years losing some of its best cattle in the drought. The area had also been affected by 

the huge bushfires that had destroyed 1 million hectares in 2006.  Also observed was that there 

were very few sheep in the area, numbers had been reduced from approximately 40,000 to 

1,000 due to attacks from wild dogs living in the bush which had led to large financial losses.  
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Granite Ridge Stud 

After travelling the Alpine Road we arrived at Benambra where we 

were welcomed by Colin and Tania Sedgman. Benambra was one of 

the worst hit drought areas we visited during the trip; it had also 

been widely affected by bushfires. During the visit to Benambra I 

came to appreciate the extent to which bushfires impact on the lives 

of those that live in the areas they affect. Colin Sedgman also worked 

at the local airfield which is home to the bushfire fighting planes, 

which we were given a tour of. The risk of bushfires once the weather becomes hot dry and 

stormy is constantly on farmers minds in the area, the staff at the airfield are on high alert and 

do regular checks for bushfires. During the bushfires in 2006, one of Colin and Tania’s 

neighbours explained to us that they gave up 6 weeks of their life to become fire fighters, 

where they were not only 

fighting to save their 

farms, stock and 

livelihood but also their 

homes and lives. The 

impact of the bushfires 

from two years 

previously could still be 

seen on the bark of the 

trees.  

Although the drought 

had hit the stud hard, 

they had continued to concentrate on breed genetics, and had also continued to make an effort 

to show and promote their animals.   

One practice observed in this area was the grazing of cattle along the road side, due to the scarce 

amount of grass, every piece of land was used, the picture below shows first calvers and Heifers  grazing 

the roadside area.  
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Bobinawarrah Farm Welsh Black Stud 
 

Once again the party were given a warm welcome, and we were 

shown a selection of high quality Welsh Blacks by Neil and Jill 

Taylor. It was also interesting to see the pedigree certificates for 

the cattle to get an insight into the breeding background of the 

herd. 

Although the ground was dry, the cattle looked in superb condition. A great advert that Welsh 

Black cattle can thrive in conditions that differ from those found in Wales.  

 

Jill was very informative, giving us an insight into beef production in Australia, and ways in 

which they are marketing Welsh Black beef.  Neil and Jill were marketing their own beef and 

had found a market selling direct to the 

final consumer and to retail and 

restaurants, where they were promoting 

grass fed cattle as opposed to grain fed 

animals reared in feedlots.   
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Silver Metal and Blackwater Park Studs 

At Mt Bellevue, Myrrhee we 

were welcomed by Mal Douglas 

and Winnie Jones. Mal was the 

former president of the 

Australian Society, and one of the 

founder members. Winnie was 

the current president and had 

emigrated from Wales a few 

years previously. At Mt Bellevue 

we were able to see both the 

Silver Metal and Blackwater Park 

Cattle Studs. One of the amazing 

things when arriving at Mt 

Bellevue was the fact that Welsh 

Black cattle could be seen as far as the eye could see, as shown in the above picture.  

The cattle seen at Mt Bellevue were excellent quality, 

and during our tour it became evident that many studs 

had been established from their cattle.  

Mal and Winnie had established their own business 

selling Welsh Black beef and gourmet products at the 

Melbourne Community Farmers Markets. The 

marketing tool used was that the cattle were naturally 

reared, grass-fed and free of growth hormone 

promoters, which are widely used across Australia in 

feed-lot systems. And also that the beef had a classic 

taste of old-fashioned beef- tender succulent and 

marbled. The beef was either sold frozen or chilled in Cryovac packs. They were also selling 

ready meals such as Welsh Black Beef Goulash and Welsh Black Beef Chilli Con Carne, prepared 

by a top chef in the Kings Valley, and produce such as homemade preserves.  

Mt Bellevue as well as keeping Welsh Black cattle, was also home to a vast Vineyard  growing a 

variety of grapes; Pinot noir, Chardonnay, Shiraz and Cabernet Sauvignon.  

Both Mal and Winnie were keen to promote not only their cattle but also the breed as a whole, 

and had done extremely well at the Royal Melbourne 

Show, winning the Supreme exhibit.  They had also 

provided Silver Metal Delmi for the display as the feature 

breed at the show, which was a great honor for Mal as he 

has worked hard over the years to promote and get the 

breed recognised in Australia. One of the show bulls can 

be seen in the picture on the right. 
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Tyrone Park Welsh Black Cattle Stud 

At Tyrone Park we were welcomed by Al 

Watson, and had the opportunity to visit a 

feed lot system. Al also had a keen interest 

in Welsh Black cattle; he had had success 

with showing cattle and in the Domestic 

Feed lot Carcass competition, run by the Royal Agricultural Society 

of Victoria. Tyrone Park Welsh Blacks had won the category best 

eating quality based on MSA ratings with a Welsh Black steer.  

Feed Lot System 

The feedlot system fattened approximately 20,000 cattle a year and 

could hold up to 2,500 cattle at any one time. Cattle were either purchased direct from farms, 

or were kept on behalf of farmers who were unable to fatten their cattle themselves due to the 

variability in grass supply affected by the drought conditions. The owner of the feedlot did not 

believe in purchasing through auctions or markets as the cost of commission from the 

auctioneers was driving up the prices. Staff employed at the feed lot system checked the 

animals every few hours for signs of disease or illness on 

horseback, any animal seen to be 

suffering or showing symptoms was 

immediately pulled from the rest of 

the cattle, treated and placed in an 

isolation pen, as the cost of illness or 

disease spreading through the cattle 

could be tremendous and result in 

inefficiency. When cattle were treated 

with medicine an electronic ear tag was placed in the ear detailing what drugs 

administered and withdrawal dates, cost of the drugs etc. Cattle entering the 

feed lot were routinely vaccinated, however vaccination was also encouraged on the farm 

where the animals were purchased or held to ensure immunity before entering the feed lot.  

New stock were first fed in paddocks for up to two weeks, to allow them to adapt to the 

feeding system and encourage shy eaters, as they normally came straight from their mothers, 

some as young as 3months of age. Performance monitoring at the feed lot was essential in 

obtaining maximum profit. The electronic tagging allowed the manager to record entry date 

and weight and sale date and weight, which they then used to calculate the days of feed and 

weight increase. Data was entered on a daily basis to record quantities and values of feed given 

to each pen, which can then be used to calculate per head, thus enabling feed conversion ratios 

and feed costs to be analysed. The cattle were fed on a mixture of barley, brewers grain and 

silage, however, no more than 25% silage was fed to prevent nitrate poisoning.  One thing 

which was observed in the feedlot was the use of Growth Hormone Promoters (GHPs), which 

came in the form of an ear tag. GHP’s are permitted in Australia unlike UK where they are 

banned. The main market for the beef from the feed lot was America, with the rest entering the 

commercial market in Australia.  
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Alexandra Park Welsh Black Cattle Stud 

Alexandra Park Welsh Black Stud was run by Drew 

and Irene Henry and their son. As well as the 

Welsh Blacks the Henry family ran an orchard and 

cidery nestled under Mount Alexander at 

Harcourt, just over an hour North of Melbourne.  

They specialised in making "Real Ciders & Perry" utilising the best local fruit and traditional  

cidermaking methods. They also made Apple Cider Vinegar and Pear 

Wine Vinegar. During the visit we were show around the cidery and given 

samples to taste.  

 

The cattle were kept in paddocks amongst the 

orchards, and were in brilliant condition, and 

were some of the most traditional looking cattle 

seen during the trip. 

The cow in the photograph on the left had calved 

on the morning of our visit, she was a superb cow 

with a tidy udder and good feet.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Breeding Bull of Alexandra Park Stud 
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Gwinganna Welsh Black Cattle Stud 

Gwinganna Welsh Black Stud was run by Gavin and Sarah 

Brien and family. Sarah had been over to Wales as part of the 

Welsh Black Cattle Young Ambassador Scheme. 

Sarah began with Welsh Black cattle after receiving a heifer 

as part of the ‘give on club’, which encourages young people 

to begin their own Welsh Black Cattle Stud. Sarah had since 

managed to persuade her husband Gavin to use a Welsh Black bull as the stud on some of his 

300 head of Hereford cattle, and were now producing successful Welsh Black cross Hereford 

calves, and were marketing the meat into local restaurants. The family had been particularly 

impressed with the fertility of the Welsh Black, as when released alongside the Hereford bull, 

there were a high percentage of Welsh Black cross calves.  
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Goodwood Green Cattle Stud 

 Goodwood Green is situated in the heart of the 

Southern Highlands in Wildes Meadow, New 

South Wales, Australia. We were welcomed by 

Penny and Ray Lintott and their Stud Manager 

Stuart Glover. The climate here was similar to that 

seen in Wales, and the cattle were well suited to 

the farm of 80 hectares. Penny and Ray had 

started with Aberdeen Angus, but had converted to Welsh Blacks after a trip 

to Wales, where Penny had visited some of the native Welsh Black herds.  

The Goodwood Green Stud had been established by purchasing quality breeding females, as 

can be seen by the photographs. This venture had 

paid off as stock seen during the visit was of high 

standard, and a pleasure to travel all the way 

around the world to see. The stud was using both 

stock bulls and AI from bulls such as Graig Goch 

Rhys 16th. Heat receptors were used on the cattle 

for accuracy when using AI.  

During the visit it became apparent that they were 

marketing Welsh Black beef well by concentrating 

on some of the top Sydney restaurants where the 

beef was now competing against the Wagu.  Penny 

explained that Welsh Blacks are native to Wales 

but are only just emerging as a boutique breed in Australia. As a result, Sydney diners were only 

just beginning to experience the unique features of this beef.  
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• Youth Development Scheme 

 

The Youth Development Programme was twofold, with an exchange programme of 

young ambassadors to Wales, to develop and strengthen the links internationally and 

the ‘Give on Club’. The ‘Give on Club’ was started by one Australian breeder donating  

heifers to agricultural students to start their own Welsh Black Cattle Stud, the only 

requirement being that one heifer from each breeding female had to be given on to 

another young person, and every effort made to show their animals. This was a great 

way of not only encouraging young people into the breed but also again promoting the 

breed through showing the animal.  

The exchange programme had enabled Jenny Buckton to come over to Wales to 

research the origins of the breed, and thus went on to publish a book ‘The Best of 

Breeds’ A History of Welsh Black Cattle.  

Carcass competitions in the Royal Melbourne show have special classes for schools and 

colleges, to promote paddock to plate projects.  
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• Promoting the breed 

During the visit to Australia one thing I learnt was how hard the Australian Welsh Black 

members have to work to continually promote the breed, which is largely unrecognised 

across Australia.  The hard work of the breeders ensures that there are cattle exhibited 

at the shows to raise awareness of the breeds’ existence, with some breeders exhibiting 

up to 14 animals. 

During the tour of the farms it became apparent how much the breeders in Australia 

had appreciated being visited from other breeders from around the world, and how 

proud they were of their stock. The quality of the cattle, especially the breeding females 

was superb.  

During the tour we had a chance to meet up with Gareth Davies, a former Wales 

international rugby player who was now working in Australia for International Business 

Wales.  Gareth Davies had helped the Australian Welsh Black Society secure sponsorship 

as the feature breed at the Royal Melbourne Show 2008. To show a token of 

appreciation to Gareth and International Business Wales for their support I presented 

him with one of the Welsh Black Cattle gift bags.  
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• Conclusions 

 

I would like to begin by acknowledging the truly tremendous warm welcome we had by 

the Welsh Black breeders of Australia that we visited and met during the trip. I would 

also like to give credit to the breeders as the standard of the stock seen during the visit 

was magnificent, before the trip I was unsure what to expect, but I was not 

disappointed.  

 

I was particularly impressed by the effort the breeders made to show their animals and 

raise the profile of the breed, in an enormous country that is dominated by many other 

breeds. It made me realise how lucky were are here in Wales in that the native breed is 

relatively well known, however, we must not become complacent and must continue to 

make every effort to market and promote the breed at every opportunity.  

We must also look at ways of supporting breeders around the world, by ensuring there 

are sufficient AI bulls available, resulting in a larger gene pool and introducing new 

bloodlines. 

 

The beef was mainly marketed by concentrating on a naturally reared product, 

traditional taste, selling direct to restaurants & final consumers through farmers 

markets. However, one breeder had shown that Welsh Blacks could also be successful 

reared in a feed lot system, and had won carcass competitions.  

The trip resulted in links being made between breeders in Australia, New Zealand, UK 

and Germany. During the trip the German breeders announced that they would like to 

invite Welsh Black breeders world-wide to Germany in 2012, for the 3rd International 

World Conference.  
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• Useful Information 

Welsh Black Cattle Society: http://www.welshblackcattlesociety.com/ 

Australian Welsh Black Cattle Society: http://www.welshblackcattlesociety.com.au/ 

Buchanan Welsh Black Cattle Stud:  http://www.welshblackcattle.com/ 

Goodwood Green Welsh Black Cattle Stud : http://www.goodwoodgreen.com.au/ 

Silver Metal and Blackwater Park Stud: http://www.mtbellevue.com.au/ 

 


