
The population of cattle aged over 30 months stood at 2.8 million 
head, a decline of 2% from the previous year and 3.5% lower than 
in 2022. Within this category, breeding females over the age of 30 
months - an indicator of the breeding herd size - decreased by 2% 
to 2.7 million head. This reduction was driven by a 4% contraction 
in the beef breeding herd, while the dairy breeding herd remained 
stable at 1.4 million head.

Recently released cattle population data from BCMS provides an indication of current trends 

within the beef market. This month’s Market Bulletin takes a look at the beef sector in greater 

detail, and what this may mean for our future domestic supply. 

Glesni Phillips – Intelligence, Analysis and Business Insight Executive 

GB CATTLE POPULATION OVERVIEW
As of October 1, 2024, the total cattle and calf population in Great 
Britain (GB) stood at 7.7 million head, according to data from the 
British Cattle Movement Service (BCMS). This represents a year-
on-year decline of 2%, equivalent to 163,100 fewer animals, and 
a further 3% decrease compared to October 2022. Beef cattle 
numbers fell by 1.8% to 5.0 million head, while the dairy herd 
contracted by 2.5% to 2.8 million head, continuing a downward 
trend observed in recent years.

LOOKING AHEAD
Examining cattle categories and age brackets provides insights 
into potential market supply in the short and longer term. The 
population of cattle under 30 months in GB as of October 2024 
fell to just under 5.0 million head, a 2.2% reduction compared to 
the previous year.

Data for beef cattle and dairy males aged 12-30 months give an 
indication of the potential supply of prime cattle onto the market 
in the short term. There were 2.2% fewer animals on the ground 
when compared to 2023, which suggests that supply in the shorter 
term will be tighter when compared to historical levels (whilst 
also noting that some of these cattle may be used as suckler 
replacements).

For the longer term, the population of beef cattle and dairy males 
aged 0-12 months declined by 1.8% to nearly 1.9 million head. 
This decrease indicates that a lower prime cattle supply is likely 
to persist further down the line. Within this group, the number 
of dairy males fell significantly, down 12% from the previous year. 

UK BEEF PRODUCTION TRENDS
Data from Defra suggests that prime cattle throughput for the 
period from January to October 2024 rose by 5% compared 
to the same period in 2023, reaching 1.8 million head. Beef 
production in October 2024 achieved a monthly total of 92,000 
tonnes - the highest volume recorded since 2012. Despite this 
ample supply, deadweight prices have shown an upward trend. 
In mid-September, the steer deadweight average price in England 
and Wales reached new record highs of £5/kilo, and prices have 
maintained this upward trajectory with current prices some 9% 
higher year-on-year.

Market data suggests that cattle supplies will tighten, raising 
questions about the potential impact on farmgate prices. Although 
farmgate prices have risen, these increases have yet to significantly 
affect consumer prices. According to the latest Kantar data, the 
average retail price of beef was up by just 1.7% year-on-year during 
the latest 12weeks to November 3rd, 2024. Relatively stable beef 
prices at retail have supported demand from consumers during 
the ongoing cost-of-living crisis.

This reduction is attributed to increased use of sexed dairy semen, 
which could restrict the number of dairy bulls. While greater use of 
beef semen on dairy cows may offset this trend by producing more 
beef-sired animals from the dairy herd, the broader contraction 
of both the dairy and suckler herds (driven by rising input costs 
and declining profitability) remains a limiting factor for future beef 
production growth.

CATTLE POPULATION IN WALES:
The trends within the cattle population in Wales largely reflect those seen across GB. As of October 1, 
2024, Wales had 1.1 million cattle, representing 14% of the GB herd and marking a year-on-year decline 
of 1.5%. The potential supply of prime animals in the short term (as categorized above) was down 1% on 
the year, whilst the potential supply in the longer term was down 2%. As with GB figures, much of this 
reduction was driven by fewer dairy males.
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30 months in GB = 
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UK Beef & Veal  
Production 
October ’24

UK Sheep Meat 
Production  
October ’24

UK Pork 
Production 
October ’24 

92,000 tonnes

+12% y-o-y

25,000 tonnes

-1% y-o-y

90,300 tonnes

+9% y-o-y

CATTLE
Prices – week ending 23rd November 
The average deadweight prices in England and Wales for steers 
stood at 529.1p/kg. This was:
•	 + 8.1p on the previous week,
•	 51.3p above year-earlier levels.
The deadweight prices for other cattle categories were as follows -
•	 Heifers: 521.9p/kg (+5.3p on the week),
•	 Young bulls: 512.6p/kg (+6.2p on the week), and
•	 Cull cows: 353.7p/kg (+5.3p on the week). 

Throughput – October 2024
•	 Total cattle throughput at UK abattoirs = 286,200 head – up 11% 

on the year.
•	 Total prime cattle throughput = 204,100 head – up 13% on the year.   
		  ➢   steers +12%, heifers +15%, and young bulls +9%
•	 Average prime cattle carcase weights = 340.0kg (+0.8kg on the 

year).
•	 Adult cattle throughput = 72,300 head – up 9% on the year.

SHEEP
Prices – week ending 23rd November 
The deadweight lamb price in GB averaged 661.2p/kg. This was:
•	  + 12.6p on the previous week
Numbers coming forward reached 38,150 head. This was:
•	 - 9% on the previous week, and
•	 - 30% compared with year-earlier levels.

Throughput - October 2024
•	 Total sheep throughput at UK abattoirs = 1.2 million head – down 

2% on the year.
•	 Lamb throughput = 1.1 million head – down 2% on the year. 
•	 Average lamb carcase weights = 19.8kg (+0.3kg on the year).
•	 Cull ewe and ram throughput = 134,200 head – down 7% on  

the year.

PIGS
Prices – week ending 16th November
The EU-spec All Pig Price (APP) in GB stood at 208.1p/kg. This was:
•	 - 1,8p on the previous week,
•	 - 10.4p compared with year-earlier levels, 
•	 29.0p higher than the 5-year average (2018-22 average: 179.1p/kg).

Throughput – October 2024
•	 Total pig throughput at UK abattoirs = 986,000 head – up 9% on 

the year.
•	 Clean pig throughput = 966,200 head – up 9% on the year.
•	 Average clean pig carcase weights = 90.3kg (+0.2kg on the year)
•	 Sow and boar throughput = 19,800 head – down 3% on the year.
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