
Calf registrations across Great Britain have declined significantly in the first half of 2024 according to 

newly released figures from BCMS. As cattle numbers in key age brackets drop, the outlook for beef 

production could tighten, raising concerns about the future stability of the market.

Glesni Phillips – Intelligence, Analysis and Business Insight Executive 

During the first six months of 2024, total calf birth registrations in 
Wales fell by 4% compared to the same period in the previous year. 
Recent data from the British Cattle Movement Service (BCMS) 
shows that nearly 213,200 calves were registered in the first half 
of 2024 (H1), a decrease of over 10,000 calves year-on-year. This 
marks the lowest number of calf registrations recorded in Wales 
during H1 in several years, following a peak of nearly 230,000 
head in 2021. This decline mirrors trends across Great Britain (GB), 
with total calf registrations in Scotland down by 2% and those in 
England experiencing a 4% decrease.

On the dairy side, female dairy calf registrations in Wales during 
H1 2024 decreased by 6% compared to the same period in the 
previous year, while male dairy calf numbers were down by 14%, 
resulting in an overall decline of 8% (or nearly 5,100 head). The 
number of male dairy calves has been in decline for some time, 
now accounting for just 7% of total registrations during H1, down 
from 11% in 2021. When examining the proportion of female to 
male dairy calves, males accounted for 37% of dairy registrations 
in 2021, but this figure has dropped to just 28% in 2024. 

Turning to beef calf registrations, the total number was down 3% 
(or 4,600 head) year-on-year, to nearly 158,100 head. This is also 
2% lower than the levels recorded during H1 2022 and the lowest 
figure since 2019. Both beef female and male calf registrations saw 
similar year-on-year declines of 3%, whilst the gender distribution 
remained relatively stable. Beef registrations made up 74% of total 

WIDER PICTURE ACROSS GB
Total calf registrations in GB during the first half of 2024 fell by 3% 
(nearly 50,000 head) year-on-year, reaching 1.48 million head. This 
decline was primarily driven by a decrease in beef male registrations, 
down by almost 20,300 head, while beef female registrations 
dropped by 18,000 head. Overall, beef calf registrations decreased 
by 3%. Dairy calf registrations across GB also fell by 4%, with dairy 
females declining by 2,000 head and dairy males by 9,600 head. 
Similar to the trend seen in Wales, the number of calves potentially 
available for future beef production was down 4%, indicating a 
possible tight supply if registrations remain low in the second half 
of the year.

The composition of herds varies across GB, with Scotland 
predominantly raising beef cattle, accounting for nearly 90% of 
total registrations, while England and Wales have a similar herd 
makeup, with beef calves representing around 75% of the total. 
Despite these differences, there is significant cattle movement 
between the three countries for slaughter and finishing purposes, 
making it important to consider the overall GB cattle herd. 
According to the latest BCMS data as of July 1, 2024, short-term 
cattle supply across GB is expected to remain relatively stable, 
with the number of cattle aged 12-30 months down just 0.3% 

year-on-year. However, looking ahead, the number of cattle in 
the 0–12-month age bracket is significantly lower, down by 4%, 
suggesting that future beef supply across GB could be constrained.

calf registrations in Wales during H1, up from 70% in 2021. This shift 
in the balance between dairy and beef within the Welsh herd could 
change the future supply of beef if this trend continues. 

The number of calves that could be available for beef production 
(including dairy male calves and beef calves of both sexes) has 
fallen to its lowest level in several years, at 173,600 head. Although 
some of the beef females will be retained as suckler replacements 
in the herd, this figure is 4% lower (or 7,400 head) than the 
number available during H1 2023, and is likely to have significant 
implications for the future of beef supply in Wales.

What does this mean for industry?
The decline in calf registrations during 
early 2024 signals a shrinking cattle 
supply, which could jeopardize the 
critical mass needed for sustainable beef 
production. This reduction may tighten 
beef supplies and challenge the future 
stability of the Welsh beef industry.
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UK Beef & Veal  
Production 
July ’24

UK Sheep Meat 
Production  
July ’24

UK Pork 
Production 
July ’24 

80,800 tonnes

+12% y-o-y

18,900 tonnes

-12% y-o-y

86,300 tonnes

+19% y-o-y

CATTLE
Prices – week ending 17th August 
The average deadweight prices in England and Wales for steers 
stood at 491.2p/kg. This was:
•	 + 3.8p on the previous week,
•	 37.1p above year-earlier levels.
The deadweight prices for other cattle categories were as follows -
•	 Heifers: 486.0p/kg (+1.4p on the week),
•	 Young bulls: 484.3p/kg (+5.6p on the week), and
•	 Cull cows: 351.8p/kg (+1.0p on the week). 

Throughput – July 2024
•	 Total cattle throughput at UK abattoirs = 239,500 head – up 10% 

on the year.
•	 Total prime cattle throughput = 182,200 head – up 10% on the 

year. 
		  ➢   steers +9%, heifers +12%, and young bulls +11%
•	 Average prime cattle carcase weights = 346.1kg (+2.4kg on the 

year).
•	 Adult cattle throughput = 52,000 head – up 10% on the year.

SHEEP
Prices – week ending 17th August
The deadweight lamb price in GB averaged 664.8p/kg. This was:
•	 - 2.5p on the previous week
Numbers coming forward reached 38,100 head. This was:
•	 + 0.5% on the previous week, and
•	 - 10% compared with year-earlier levels.

Note: Due to change in methodology of GB deadweight survey (from 
25/11/2023) we recommend caution when making historical comparisons.

Throughput - July 2024
•	 Total sheep throughput at UK abattoirs = 1.0 million head –  

down 3% on the year.
•	 Lamb throughput = 891,700 head – down 3% on the year. 
•	 Average lamb carcase weights = 17.6kg (-2kg on the year).
•	 Cull ewe and ram throughput = 118,700 head – down 6% on  

the year.

PIGS
Prices – week ending 10th August
The EU-spec All Pig Price (APP) in GB stood at 211.5p/kg. This was:
•	 + 1.3p on the previous week,
•	 - 12.8p compared with year-earlier levels, 
•	 29.1p higher than the 5-year average (2018-22 average: 182.4p/kg).

Throughput – July 2024
•	 Total pig throughput at UK abattoirs = 948,200 head – up 17% on 

the year.
•	 Clean pig throughput = 930,900 head – up 17% on the year.
•	 Average clean pig carcase weights = 89.9kg (+1.8kg on the year)
•	 Sow and boar throughput = 17,400 head – up 6% on the year. 130
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